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Cal Poly Student Wins National Elevator Pitch Competition
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Quincy Freeman, a fifth-year Agriculture Communications
student at Cal Poly, won first place at the College Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO)
Conference National Elevator Pitch Competition on Nov. 1 in Chicago.
The competition challenges students to present a business idea to a panel of judges
in about a minute. Freeman qualified for the national contest by winning a similar
competition hosted by Cal Poly’s Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship in
October.
“I felt on top of the world, especially to be able to represent Cal Poly and the West
Coast,” Freeman said of her win in the national event. “It felt great to have the
judges believe in my idea and to have successful businesspeople tell me it was
possible.”
The national victory earned her $3,500 in startup money; a meeting with a venture
capitalist; and an additional $1,500 to spend on Elance.com, a website that connects
entrepreneurs with freelance programmers, web and mobile developers, and
marketers.
Freeman is already an accomplished entrepreneur. An avid rodeo rider, she began
designing her colorful boots and gear to wear to her competitions as a teenager. A
leading maker of boots and Western wear noticed her eye-catching designs in 2009
and invited her to create her own fashion line for the company as an independent
contractor.
At Cal Poly, Freeman took a multidisciplinary entrepreneurship course taught by
Jonathan York, an associate professor in the Orfalea College of Business and the
faculty director of the CIE. York encouraged her to develop her business as a senior
entrepreneurship project.
In her winning pitch Freeman proposed building her fashion line into an independent
company.
“To win an elevator pitch competition you have to have a great idea, you have to be
strong, and you have to be a good presenter,” said York. “She blew me away with
how good she was.”
“Going into the competition,” Freeman said, “my business was just my senior project
– a dream that I wanted to do someday. Now all these doors are opening and it’s
becoming more of a reality.”
She plans to continue working with the CIE to develop her business plan. “There’s
an entrepreneurial culture here that supports her and helps her hone her idea and
meet people that can give her good counsel,” said York. “This is the start for
Quincy, not the end.”
“I owe a lot to Professor York and the CIE for taking me in,” Freeman said. “You
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might think this is just for business students, but it’s not. They took me in as an ag
communication major and gave me the confidence to be a businesswoman.”
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